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Art the ſolicitation of a number of the 
worthy Brethren of our Ancient and Honourable 
Society of FREE AND AccEPTRED Magons, I appear 
in this Sacred Deſk,* to addreſs this ſplendid and 
_ reſpectable audience the utmoſt extent of whoſe 
candour will be neceſſary, to reſcue from the ſeve- 
rity of criticiſm, thoſe numerous defects, ever at- 


tendant on fo haſty a production, from ſo unexpe- 
rienced a pen. 


Tuo the Altar of Maſonry is concealed 
with an impenetrable veil from the ſearching eye 
of curioſity et, FAITH, HOPE, and CHART 
TY, the leading ſteps which adorn the illuſtrious 
fabrick, are open to the view of all have ſtood. 


the ſhock of ages, and will ſurvive even the gener- 
al wreck of nature. 


Tus baſis of Maſonry, far from the ſtinted cha- 
rity, that embraces a particular party, religion, or 
country, extends its influence to the great family 
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* The Oration wis delivered in the pulpit, at the Rev. Mr. Mar- 
L I N'? Meeting-Houſe, in Hanover. 
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of man, and ſeeks around the ics for meek-eyed 
goodneſs in diſtreſs, to pour into its afflicted bo- 
ſom the balm of reſtorative relief. The ſubject of 
Maſonry as explained by a celebrated Author,“ 

may be divided into the Operative and Speculative. 
By the former we allude to the uſeful rules of Ar- 
chitecture, whence a Structure derives figure, 

ſtrength and beauty, and whence reſult a due pro- 
portion and a juſt correſpondence in all its parts. 
By the latter, we learn to ſubdue the paſſions, act 
upon the fquare, to live free from calumny or de- 
traction, maintain ſecrecy, and practiſe charity.— 
Speculative Maſonry is ſo interwoven with reli- 
gion, as to lay us under the ſtricteſt obligations to 
pay the Deity that rational homage, which at once 


conſtitutes our duty and our happineſs. It leads 


the contemplative to view with reverence and ad- 
miration, the glorious works of creation, and in- 
ſpires them with the moſt exalted ideas of the per- 
fections of the Divine Creator. Operative Ma- 
ſonry furniſhes us with dwellings and convenient 
ſhelters from the viciſſitudes and inclemencies of 
ſeaſons; and while it diſplays the influence of hu- 
man wiſdom, not only in the choice, but in the 
arrangement of the ſundry materials of which an 
edifice is compoſed, it demonſtrates that a fund 
of ſcience and induſtry is implanted in man, for 
the wiſeſt, moſt ſalutary, and benificent purpoſes. 


ARCHITECTURE was at firſt confined to what 
was neceſſary to man in the uſes of life; having 
4 nothing iu view but lolidity, utility and con ven- 


iency. 


* Vide our book of excellent conſtitutions, 


3 
iency. To adorn buildings, and make them more 
ſplendid it called inother arts to irs aid. It owed 
its birth to neceſſity; its embelliſhments to refine- 
ment. Buildings of brick, ſtone and marble, ſuc- 
ceded the cavern, the tent, and the'cottage—And 
_ edifices were raiſed equally ſolid and magnificent, 
commodious and laſting. Formerly Maſonry was 
chiefly Operative; confined to manual labour, 

and ſtudied for improvement in thoſe uſeful and 
elegant arts, which-continue to conſtitute the em- 
ployment, and contribute to the happineſs of the 
greateſt part of the human race, But'as morals, 
learning and religion advanced in the world, it be- 
came Speculative, and attended to the cultivation 
of the wind and the regulation of the manners. 
Amidſt the ſucceſſive revolutions of kingdoms, 
the alterations of the forms of government, and 
the many changes of laws and cuſtoms, it has al- 
ways remained much the ſame, excepting in the 
_ caſe of ſome arrangements made by the Great 
King Sot.oMovw, and ſome few improvements, a- 
dapting it to the improving ſtate of Society. 


Irs permanency harh arifen upon its being 
built not upon mutable and periſhable circum- 
ſtances of an exteriour nature, but upon fome of 
the beſt affections of the human heart. Piety 
towards God the glorious Maſter Builder of the 
Univerſe, and love to mankind, are the two grand 
immoveable pillars which ſupport its fabrick. 
So that at the preſent day when diſcourfing of 
Free-Maſonry, we mean by it an Inſtitution, for 
the promotion of the moſt extenſive philanthropy, 

the - 
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the moſt diffuſive and diſintereſted benevolence, 
and univerſal virtue. To the common ties of hu- 
manity it adds a ſtill ſtronger obligation to kind 
and friendly offices. Its meinbers are ſuch as are 
united together, for this worthy purpoſe, by the 
bonds of affectionate brotherly love and truth. 
It admits not of national, political or eccleſiaſti- 
cal diſtinctions. Every good man and true, what- 
ever be his country, kindred, language or religion, 
may conform to the principles, and be a worthy 
member of this Ancient and Honourable Society. 
In every nation, he that walks in the ſalutary paths 
of virtue, whatever be his birth or ſituation in life, 
is accepted of us. 


Without interfering with the religious or ci- 
vil eſtabliſhment of any country, this Inſtitution 
unites all men in all, in its cauſe ; and teaching to 
riſe ſuperior to private prepoſſeſſions, to local pre- 
judices and diſtinctions, it would blend their 
affections in the mutual endearments of brother- 
hood and charity ; and join their exertions in the 
diffuſion of thoſe virtuous ſentiments, which do 
honour to our natures and our happineſs. It 
would put an end to emulations, ſtrife and envy- 
ings. It would make all the children of Apa 
throughout the univerſe, the friends of each other. 
Ignorance, ſuperſtition, and vice, it would baniſh 
from the world: And like that excellent moral 
ſyſtem, which gives energy to its motives, it 
would reſtore and eſtabliſh peace on earth, and 
good will to men. 


Theſe 
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Tusk J am allowed to fay are ſome of its in- 
tentions ; and while it continues to effect theſe, it 
will ſtill deſerve and ſecure the patronage of the 
diſcerning and the good. And I am perſuaded, 
that its increafing glory will burſt through the 
miſts of prejudice, and diffuſe the light of truth, 
virtue and happineſs to ages yet unborn, 


No Inſtitution under Heaven, was ever r raiſed - | 
on a better principle, or more ſolid foundation; 
nor were ever more excellent rules and uſeful 
maxims laid down, than are inculcated on all per- 

ſons when initiated into the myſteries of this 
{cience. Men in all ages the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
for wealth and genius, have added luſtre to their 
characters, by joining this moſt Ancient and Hon- 
ourable Society. And have never deemed it 
derogatory from their dignity tolevel themſelves 
with the Fraternity ; to extend their privileges, 
and patroniſe their aſſemblies. Many the moſt 
reſpectable of the Clergy, both in Europe and Ame- 
rica, who are Preachers of that religion, of which 
the univerſal Charadteriſticks, are univerſal Bene- 
volence and unbounded Charity, have been initia- 
ted into the order, and are zealous for the inter- 
eſts of Free-Maſonry ; which in the ſtrongeſt inan- 
ner inculcates the ſame charity and benevolence, 
and which like that religion, encourages every 
moral and ſocial virtue ; which introduces peace 
on earth and good will towards mankind, and is 
the centre of union to thoſe who otherwiſe might 

have remained at a perpetual diſtance. © Virtue 
the grand object 1 in view, luminous as the meridian 


Sun, 
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Sun, ſhines refulgent on the mind; enlivens the 
heart, and converts cool approbation into warm 
rr and VE affection. i e WED 


o 


the beauties and excellencies of our noble * 405 
tion, I haſten to addreſs myſelf more particularly 
to my affectionate and beloved brethren: And 

while Maſonry is thus ſpreading its influence 
through all parts of the globe, I heartily congra- 
tulate you on the late eſtabliſſiment of a Logge in 
this town. A Lodge, in its infancy, diſtinguiſh- 

ed tor its regularity and choice of its members: 
But I preſume, my Brethern, though the num- 

ber is few, yet under the prudent conduct of our 
preſent GuarD1an®, accompanied, with the wiſe 
economy, and circuinifpe&ion of our itiuftrious 
and worthy Brethern, this'Lodge will ſhine with 
undimintſhed luſtre, even as long as the radiant 
Sun ſhall riſe in the eaſt to gild our days, and che 
pale Moon to illuminate „„ 


* * o * 


AND as uſeſul knowledge i is the crand; object 
of our deſire, we ought to apply with zeal to the | 
practice and profeſſion of ene i 


: Tur ways of wiſdom are WF: and lead 
to pleaſure. Knowledge is attained by degrees, 
and cannot every where be found. Wiſdom 
ſeeks the ſacred ſhade, the lonely cell, deſigned for 
contemplation. There enthroned ſhe ſits, deliv- 
ering her ſacred orac les. There are we to ſeek 
| her 
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her and purſue the real bliſs. Though the paſ- 
ſage. be difficult, the farther we trace it, the eaſier 
it will become. If we are united, our Society 
muſt flouriſh. Let all private animoſities there- 
fore, if any ſhould exiſt, give place to peace and 
good fellow ſhip. Let us cultivate brotherly love, 
the foundation and cap ſtone, the cement and glo- 
ry of this ancient fraternity. Let us live within 
compals, and act upon the ſquare, through all the 
viciſſitudes of liſe, and while the wandering world 
is admiring our ſtedfaſt unanimity, it will ſtrike 
the ſlanderer dumb, and diſarm malevolence of iti 
ſting. | 


Avove all A virtues, ( my Brethern) you 
are to practiſe benevolence and charity : Theſe 
being the moſt diſtinguiſhing characteriſticks of 
this venerable Inſtitution. The inconceivable 
pleaſure of contributing towards the relief of our 
fellow creatures, can only be experienced by per- 
ſons ofa humane diſpoſition ; who are naturally 
excited by the power of ſympathy to extend their 
aid in alleviation of the miſeries of others. This 
encourages the generous Maſon to diſtribute his 
b cunty with cheerfulneſs ; by ſuppoſing himſelf 
in their unhappy fituation—he liſtens to their 
complaints with attention, bewails their misfor- 
tunes, and ſpeedily relieves their diſtreſs. 


How v rR, my brethren, I preſume if you but 

For a moment contemplate that period of your 

gives, when you were firſt introduced into Maſon- 
B 2 TY; 
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ry; pity and compaſſion will flow from your 
breaſts at the ſight of a poor and pennyleſs bro- 
ther! Though Maſons are bound, by the moſt 
facred tie, to aid and. aſſiſt each other through all 
the viciſſitudes of life, yet their benevolence ought 
to extend: to all the human race. Every human 
being has a claim upon your kind offices. Take 
notice of the calamities and diſtreſſes of the un- 
fortunate, and let their afflictions penetrate your, 
hearts“ Rejoice with them that rejoice, and 
weep with them. that weep.” And be not idle 
ſpectators of the joys or ſorrows of others; look 
around you for opportunities of alleviating the mi: 
ſeries and encreaſing the happineſs of your neigh- 
bours ; and manifeſt, by a conſtant ſeries of gener- 
ous and worthy actions, that you live not ſor your- 
ſelves alone, but for your families, your friends, 
your country, and tlie world. 


Ler me recommend to your. attention, (my 
brethren) as objects of pity and compaſſion, the 
widow, the fatherleſs, and the orphan child: The 
holy bible, which 1s the rule and guide of a Ma- 
ſon's Faith, enjoins this as a duty upon all man- 
kind. 


A due deference and regard to the CLerGy- 
MEN in your reſpectivepariſhes, learneſtly recom- 
mend, as an indiſpenſible duty : The office of 
Chriſtian Miniſtry, is of real importance to man- 
kind ; and the character of a Chriſtian Miniſter, 


when properly ſupported, is truly worthy of eſteem 
and. 


I'I 


and reſpect. Ever remember, he is detached from 
the many lucrative employments in the buſy 
ſcenes of life; and by far the greater part of his 
time engroſſed in ſtudy : To ſpeak maſonically, 
only conſider the great luminary of natute, which 
rifing in the Eaſt, regularly diffuſes light and luſ- 


tre to all within its circle; ſo in like manner, it 


is the province of a Clergyman to ſpread and com- 
municate light and inſtruction, to all around him. 
And there is nothing more reaſonable, than he 
ſhould have an honourable ſupport for his mini- 
ſterial labours. But it is quite unneceſſary to ex- 
patiate any longer under this head, as the three 
great Lights in Maſonry will teach you the vari- 
ous duties which are required of you in life. Let 
us then be ever vigilant in the diſcharge of them, 
and particularly aſſiduous in cultivating thoſe 
grand eſſentials of our conſtitution, Brotherly- 
Love, Beneficence and Truth. Thus we ſhall be 
always happy in aſſembling together. Our Lodge 
thus ſupported by Wiſdom, Strength and Beauty; 
adorned with Peace, Plenty, and Harmony; ce- 
mented by Secrecy, Morality, and Good. Fellow — 
ſhip—what has it to fear? 


Lor the tides of Time and Chance beat againſt 
its walls; the guſts of Malice aſſault its towering 


* Seis i is all in vain !—Still ſhall the noble 


Structure firmly ſtand, and only be diſſolved, when 
the pillars of the Univerſe ſhall be ſhaken, and, 


“ The great Globe itſelf, 
« Yea, all which it inherits ſhall diſſolve, 
10 And, like the baſelefs fabrick of a viſion, 
3 Leave not a wreck behind.“ 


Ir 
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I x we thus live in ſtrict amity and fraterng) 
| love with all juſt and upright: Brethren, we may 
then ſay with the Royal Pſalmiſt. Bebold how 


good and pleaſant it n Brelbyen. Fe ban uam 
in unity.“ 733 1 5 1 | 


Ix addition to the Plaut, of eons and 4 
the ineffable ſatis faction we ſhall enjoy in our own 
breaſts, it will prove to our enemies, hat A GOOD MA- 
SON 18 A. GOOD MAN, AND A GOOD CHRISTIAN, and 
afford ourſelves the greateſt comfort here, by. giv- 
ing us a well grounded hope of finally attaining 
the celeſtial Paſa- Mord, and gain admittance into 
the Lodge of dur SorgRMU GRAND- MASTER, 
where pleaſures flow forevermore: Faith, Hope, 
and. Charity, are the three principal graces, by 
which we muſt be guided thither, of which Chari- 
iy, or Univerſal Love, i is the chief. When Faith 

ſhall be ſwallowed up inviſion, and Hope in enjoy- 
ment, then true Charity, or Brotherly Love, will 
ſhine with the brigteſt luſtre to all garde 


„ Shall ſtand beſore the hoſt of Heaven conteſt, 22 
e 0 Werte een and forever bleſt. 75 
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